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indolent, listless pauper inmates. These establishments are the 
more dangerous, because of the delusive idea that bad influences 
are removed, and that a classification is effected, which, in the 
nature of things cannot be complete, and because the greatest injury 
they do to society is not immediately demonstrated. The better 
they are constructed, the more comfortably they are warmed and 
furnished, the more they attract and tempt families, having chil- 
dren, to become paupers, thereby aggravating the very evil 
which they were intended to cure. A marked illustration of 
this is seen in the Kings County Nursery and Richmond County 
Juvenile Asylum, which are treated in the notes appended to this 
report. 

Some of the reasons why children should be removed from poor- 
house influence, and why establishments of the kind just named 
should be set aside, may be summarized as follows : 

1st. It is ascertained that children can be kept in asylums under 
more wholesome influences, and at no greater expense than the 
public are now subjected to in maintaining them in poor-houses. 

2d. That the number at any one time a county charge will be, if 
they are transferred to asylums, less than if retained in poor-houses, 
because the officers of such establishments find it difficult to 
place children in good families with the poor-house brand, so 
to speak, upon them. Besides if large provision be made for 
keeping the .children by the county, at the county house, its tend- 
ency is to repress the efforts to place children out — and that 
when children are placed out, it is not generally so well done as 
when they are placed out by orphan asylums, and their committees 
of ladies and gentleman, who kindly endeavor to find suitable homes 
for the little ones, and to look after the children placed in them for 
years afterward. 

3rd. That by a vigorous system of " placing out " children in 
families, they are brought at once under elevating influences, and 
the county is spared the entire expense of maintaining them. 

4th. That under the present system a class of children accumu- 
late, generally boys, who, when placed out, will not remain with 
their new guardians, but repeatedly come back to their old quarters, 
becoming all the while more vicious, until at length the superin- 
tendent is not unfrequently obliged to shut the doors of his estab- 
lishment against them, and that they afterward swell the class of 
vagrants and petty thieves of the street. 

5th. That families of children coming in and going out of the 
establishment, though spending but a short time there, leave with self- 
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The result of transferring the children to asylums is, that there 
are but three children now maintained at the expense of the county 
in the Ontario County Orphan Asylum to which institution the child- 
ren have been subsequently sent, and the number of adult pauper in- 
mates in the county-house has been lessened from seventy, in 1868, 
to thirty-two, in 1874. This is largely in consequence of those who 
formerly came to the poor-house to rear their children in idleness, 
having eitlier left the county or become self-supporting. 



TABLE V, 

Shotoing the number of children m the various county poor-houses of 
the &ate of New York, at the dates of the inquiry m 1874, who had 
pauer relatives, and the degree of relationship for three generations 
as far as could be ascertained; the number of each of the parents 
of such children then in these institutions, arid also the number of 
such children bom in poor-houses and the number of legitimate Mrth. 
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TABLE VI, 

Showing the length of time spent in the various county poor-houses of 
the State of N&w Tork, by the pauper children in these institutions, 
at the dates of inquiry in 1874. 
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